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concern with these technical subject matters has been con-
nected with human activities having social breadth, the
range of active responses called into play and flexibly inte-
grated is much wider. Isolation of subject matter from a
social context is the chief obstruction in current practice to
securing a general training of mind. Literature, art, religion,
when thus dissociated, are just as narrowing as the technical
things which the professional upholders of general education
strenuously oppose.
Summary. — The conception that the result of the educa-
tive process is capacity for further education stands in contrast
with some other ideas which have profoundly influenced
practice. The first contrasting conception considered is that of
pieparing or getting ready for some future duty or privilege.
Specific evil effects were pointed out which result from the fact
that this aim diverts attention of both teacher and taught from
the only point to which it may be fruitfully directed — namely,
taking advantage of the needs and possibilities of the im-
mediate present. Consequently it defeats its own professed
purpose. The notion that education is an unfolding from
within appears to have more likeness to the conception of
growth which has been set forth. But as worked out in the
theories of Froebel and Hegel, it involves ignoring the inter*
action of present organic tendencies with the present environ-
ment, just as much as the notion of preparation. Some
implicit whole is regarded as given ready-made and the sig-
nificance of growth is merely transitory; it is not an end in itself,
but simply a means of making explicit what is already implicit.
Since that which is not explicit cannot be made definite use
of, something has be be found to represent it. According to
Froebel, the mystic symbolic value of certain objects and acts
(largely mathematical) stand for the Absolute Whole which is
in process of. unfolding. According to Hegel, existing institu-
tions are its effective actual representatives. Emphasis
upon symbols and institutions tends to divert perception

